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CHEISTOPHEE LUDWIG, BAKEB-GENEEAL IN THE 
AEMY OF THE UNITED STATES DURING THE EEV- 
OLUTIONAEY WAE. 

Christopher Ludwig (sometimes spelled Ludwick) was 
born of Lutheran parents, October 17, 1720, at Giessen, 
Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany. His father was a baker, in 
which business the son was instructed, after having received 
a limited education at the parish school. At the age of sev- 
enteen years he enlisted as a private soldier, and participated 
in the war carried on by Austria and Turkey between 1737 
and 1740. After the war he returned to Vienna, and from 
thence went to Prague, where he endured all the distresses 
of a seventeen weeks' siege, and after the surrender of the 
city to the French, in November of 1741, he enlisted in the 
army of the King of Prussia. 

Upon the return of peace he travelled to London, where 
he entered himself as baker on board the "Duke of Cum- 
berland," East Indiaman, commanded by Admiral Bos- 
cawen. In 1745 he returned to London, and set out for 
Germany to visit his father, who he found had died during 
his absence in India. He returned to England, and between 
the years 1745 and 1752 made voyages to Holland, Ireland, 
and the "West Indies as a common sailor. In 1753 he em- 
barked for Philadelphia, and after a brief sojourn returned 
to London, where he devoted nine months in learning the 
confectioner's business and the making of gingerbread. 
Procuring a stock of gingerbread prints, he returned to 
Philadelphia in 1754 and set up the business of a family 
and gingerbread baker in Letitia Court, which, by industry 
and strict attention, prospered. 

In the year 1774 he felt, with a great majority of the peo- 
ple of America, the impulse of that spirit of liberty which led 
them to oppose, first by petitions and afterwards by arms, 
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the attempt of Great Britain to subjugate her American 
colonies. He was possessed at that time of nine houses 
in the city, a farm near Germantown, and three thousand 
five hundred pounds at interest, all of which he was willing 
to stake, with his life, in defence of the rights of his adopted 
country. 

He was elected one of the Provincial Deputies, July 
15, 1774 ; a delegate to the Provincial Convention of Janu- 
ary 23-28, 1775, and to the Provincial Conference of June 
18, 1776, which met in Carpenters' Hall. In one of these 
conventions it was proposed by General Mifflin to open a 
private subscription for the purchase of fire-arms. Consid- 
erable opposition was made to the proposition, whereupon 
Mr. Ludwig addressed the chair in the following laconic 
speech, which he delivered in broken English : " Mr. Presi- 
dent, I am but a poor gingerbread baker, but put my name 
down for two hundred pounds." 

In the summer of 1776 he entered the army as a volun- 
teer, and was sent to the Plying Camp, where he animated 
his associates with the love of liberty by his example and 
conversation. 

With the consent of his commanding officer, he visited 
the camp of the Hessian contingent on Staten Island, in the 
character of a deserter, and was instrumental in inducing 
some of the soldiers to desert by his captivating descriptions 
of the affluence and independence of their former country- 
men in the German counties of Pennsylvania. He escaped 
from the camp without detection or suspicion. 

In the spring of 1777 he was appointed by Congress 
Baker-General of the army : 

In Congress, May 3d, 1777. 

"Resolved, That Christopher Ludwick be, and is hereby appointed 
Superintendent of Bakers and Director of Baking in the army of the 
United States ; and that he shall have power to engage, and by permis- 
sion of the Commander-in-Chief, or officer commanding at any principal 
post, all persons to be employed in his business, and to regulate their 
pay, making proper report of his proceedings, and using his best en- 
deavors to rectify all abuses in the article of bread : 
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"That no person be permitted to exercise the trade of baker in the 
said army without such license ; and that he receive for his services 
herein, an allowance of 75 dollars a month and two rations a day." 

When he was notified of his appointment by the commit- 
tee of Congress, they proposed that for every pound of flour 
he should furnish the army with a pound of bread. " No, 
gentlemen," said he, " I will not accept of your commission 
upon any such terms. I do not wish to grow rich by the 
war : I have money enough. I will furnish one hundred and 
thirty-five pounds of bread for every hundred pounds of 
flour you put into my hands." The committee were igno- 
rant of the increase of weight which flour acquires by the 
addition of water and leaven. 

Finding some difficulty in obtaining a number of jour- 
neymen bakers, owing to most of them being engaged in 
the militia service, on June 23, 1777, Congress ordered — 

" That Mr. Ludwig apply to the Supreme Executive Council of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and that it be recommended to the said Council 
to furnish him with such a number of journeymen bakers out of the 
Militia employed in the service of the Continent as he may want." 

From the date of his appointment all complaints of the 
bad quality of bread in the army ceased, nor was any move- 
ment delayed from the want of that necessary article of 
food. After the capitulation of Lord Cornwallis, he baked 
six thousand pounds of bread for his army, by order of 
General Washington. 

In his intercourse with the oflicers of the army he was 
blunt, but never offensive in his manners. His eccen- 
tric turns of thought and expression, his pleasant anec- 
dotes, and, above all, a general conviction of the ardor and 
sincerity of his patriotism, always made him a welcome 
visitor. A handsome china punch-bowl, which he brought 
from Canton in 1745, was well known for the toast he 
always gave when he drank out of it : 

" Health and long life 
To Christopher Ludwick and his wife." 
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At the close of the war he returned and settled on his 
farm near Germantown, which had heen plundered by the 
British army on their march to Philadelphia. The follow- 
ing certificate, which he had framed and hung in his parlor, 
to a large degree reconciled him to his losses : 

" I have known Christopher Ludwick from an early period in the 
war, and have every reason to believe, as well as from observation as 
information, that he has been a true and faithful servant to the public ; 
that he has detected and exposed many impositions, which were at- 
tempted to be practised by others in his department ; that he had been 
the cause of much saving in many respects ; and that his deportment 
in public life, has afforded unquestionable proofs of his integrity and 
worth. 

" With respect to his personal losses, I,have no personal knowledge, 
but have heard that he has suffered from his zeal in the cause of his 
country. 

" Geo. "Washington. 

"April 25, 1785." 

During the yellow-fever epidemic in 1798, Mr. Ludwig 
volunteered his services in the bake-house of Frederick 
Fraley, to assist in making bread for distribution among 
the poor. 

Christopher Ludwig died in Philadelphia, June 17, 1801, 
and with his wife, Catharine England, a widow, whom he 
married in 1755, is buried in the Lutheran graveyard, 
Germantown. The following epitaph is inscribed on their 

tombstone : 

In Memory of 

Christopher Ludwick, 

and of his wife 

Catharine. 

She died at Germantown the 21st September, 1796 

Aged eighty years and five months ; 

He died at Philadelphia the 17th June, 1801, 

Aged eighty years and nine months. 



He was born at Giessen in Hesse D'Armstadt, in Germany, 

And learned the Baker's trade and business ; 

In his early life he was a Soldier and Sailor, and visited the 

East and West Indies ; 

In the year 1775, he came and settled at Philadelphia, 
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And by his industry at his trade and business, 

Acquired a handsome competency, part of which he devoted 

To the service of his adopted country in the contest 

For the Independence of America ; 

Was appointed Baker General to the Army, 

And for faithful services received a written testimony 

From the Commander in Chief 

General Washington. 

On every occasion his zeal for the relief of the oppressed 

Was manifest ; and by his last will, 

Education of the children of the poor of all denominations, 

gratis. 

He lived and died 

Respected for his integrity and public spirit, 

By all who knew him. 

Reader, such was Ludwick. 

Art thou poor, Venerate his character. 

Art thou rich, Imitate his example. 

Possessed of a comfortable estate, he dispensed his chari- 
ties with discrimination and delicacy, and the same just and 
charitable disposition which governed his actions in life 
manifested itself in an eminent degree in his will. After 
bequeathing various family legacies, he gives five hundred 
pounds in equal shares to the German Reformed Church, in 
Philadelphia; the German Society, of which he had been a 
Director from 1770-1774 and 1776-1781, and Vice-President 
for the years 1775 and 1782 ; the University of Pennsyl- 
vania; and the Lutheran church at Beggarstown, to be em- 
ployed in educating poor children. To the Pennsylvania 
Hospital he gives one hundred pounds for the relief of poor 
patients, and to the Guardians of the Poor two hundred 
pounds, to be laid out in firewood for the use of the poor 
of the city. The residue of his estate is then disposed of 
to establish free schools in the city " for the education of 
poor children of all denominations without any exception 
to country, extraction or religious principles of their friends 
or parents ; and as the residue and remainder of my estate 
will, in my opinion, amount to upwards of £3000. specie, I 
am willing that the same shall be my mite or contribution 
towards such institution." . . . 
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If before the lapse of five years such a school should 
not be established, he orders the said residue of his estate 
to be divided among the German Lutheran, German Re- 
formed, Episcopal, First and Second Presbyterian, Roman 
Catholic, and African Churches, and the University of Penn- 
sylvania, to be employed by them exclusively in educating 
poor children. 



